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Space Odyssey 2001 is a science fiction 

movie directed by Stanley Kubrick. It was 

released in 1968. The film follows two 

astronauts, Dr. Dave Bowman and Dr. 

Frank Poole, as they are sent on a strange 

mission on Jupiter along with a 

hibernated crew of three and a computer 

designed to aid the team in its journey: 

Hal. Their mission begins after the 
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Stabley Kubrick establishes this jaw 

gripping scene by having no music when 

Frank and Dave are talking amongst 

themselves, highlighting the isolated and 

enclosed space both men were secretly 

talking in and creating a feeling of 

complete submersion in the scene. 

Furthermore, the camera's angle was 

permitted to see both men talking while 

Hal was in the background. This enabled 

to establish Hal's ever-presence in the 

lives of the two astronauts and illustrated 

how sometimes both the audience and 

the astronauts could forget that Hal was 

indeed always monitoring what the 

astronauts were doing. Lastly, this scene 

allowed the creation of more tension once 

the audience realized Hal was reading the 

lips of the two astronauts because it knew 

that they were planning to deactivate it, 

which would make Hal more susceptible 

to want to defend itself through devious 

scheming. 

 

Ultimately, although I do feel that this 

scene is meant to demonstrate how Hal 

might potentially be malfunctioning and 

how it can become a danger to the 

astronauts, I do think that Hal's way of 

expressing itself inherently made me feel 

bad for it when both Dave and Frank 

wanted to deactivate him. As a result, I 

could understand why he would spy on 

them in the shuttle and even feel bad at its 

circumstances because its programming 

did not know any better. Hence, I think 

that Kubrick's warning against the dangers 

of playing with technology one does not 

comprehend due to unintended 

consequences might become confused by 

the sympathy developed towards Hal's 

desperation at staying operational due to 

Hal's way of expressing itself. 
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ROBOT DOGS 

The phenomena of the robot 

dog on the market in Japan 
 

I can understand why robot dogs in Japan 

can raise skeptical eyebrows. Indeed, 

when I first began reading the article, I 

was convinced I would be unable to 

comprehend how a human could form an 

emotional bond with an inanimate object 

that could not consent to love it back 

because it had no independent 

consciousness. However, upon further 

reading into the Aibos robots, I have 

come to realize that the fantasy created by 

these adults in loving their inanimate/ 

artificially created animals comes with a 

level of self-awareness. For instance, a 

couple who considered having children 

but could not due to their busy schedules 

and equally recognized that owning a dog 

in a small apartment in Japan was a lot of 

work decided to purchase an Aibos robot. 

Consequently, this couple could enjoy the 

feeling of having a companion to take 

care of and who displayed affection 

towards them as well and did not have to 

worry about angry neighbours that would 

complain if their dog kept barking 

because the Aibos robot could be shut off 

at any time. Once I realized that this 

couple wanted to experience a fraction of 

the love and joy a pet could provide 

without having to adopt a real dog that 

they could not truly take care of in their 

situation, I concluded that there must be a 

certain level of maturity when buying an 

artificial pet. Indeed, I think that one 

must be able to acknowledge that they 

feel they are missing on the affection 

provided by a pet and equally recognize 

that they cannot fill the void by adopting 

an animal that could not be adequately 

taken care of (i.e., being a dog owner is a 

commitment that not everyone has the 

time to make). 

 

 

 

This scene helps solidify the tension 

arising from Hal's peculiar behaviour. 

Indeed, this scene reveals that Hal 

attributes errors, even computer errors, as 

"human errors," which helps establish that 

Hal believes it can never be wrong in its 

analysis and conclusions. Moreover, the 

ability for Hal to understand that Dave and 

Frank were looking to talk in private from 

him and his ability to read their lips with 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rosalindadams/aibo-robot-dogs-japan
https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rosalindadams/aibo-robot-dogs-japan
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ROBOT DOGS 

My Thought on the Robot Dogs 

Fans of the Aibos robots choose to believe that their artificial 

robot dog loves them, and in turn, they form an emotional bond 

with them due to the behaviour adaptions made by the robot 

dog. Indeed, as the relationship grows between two beings, so 

does their behaviour due to their trust and comfort level. In the 

case of these artificial robots, the robots adapt their behaviour as 

time progresses due to the gathering and storing of more data. 

Hence, it becomes easier for their owners to become attached to 

them because a level of personal connection is created through 

the changes in behaviour the robot dogs exhibit.  

It is to note that although I better understand why certain people 

have resorted to artificial dogs when feeling the need for 

affection and companionship from a pet, I do feel a bit sad that 

these people have felt unsatisfied with the connections made 

with real people or animals. Indeed, although I realize that these 

artificial robots have helped people cope with stress, I am 

saddened to think that they were unable to communicate or be 

supported by conscious beings. The process of feeling that an 

artificial or inanimate object is more capable of providing one 

with genuine affection is not a belief of mine (i think it is because 

I cannot forget that the robots are following specific 

programming, which makes me question the extent of its agency. 

Therefore, I still felt bad when realizing that certain people 

preferred their artificial companions as opposes to organic ones. 

 

 

Although the artificial robots presented in this article did grow 

on me, I do not think I would be able to form an attachment to a 

robot dog. Although the Aibos' longevity is one of the critical 

factors that incline people to buy them, I think that is an 

excellent part of the reason why I would not be able to form an 

attachment to something that lives on forever. Indeed, life and 

death are two opposites that have taught me to enjoy living to the 

fullest and the notion that my circumstances can change at any 

https://www.buzzfeednews.com/article/rosalindadams/aibo-robot-dogs-japan
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BLADE RUNNER  
Q&A 

  

 

In Blade Runner, 

replicants are not 

https://www.pinterest.ca/pin/795729827892538941/


Do replicants have emotions? Why is this a problem? 

Replicants do experience emotions and process them in an 

elementary manner. Indeed, since most have are relatively young 

(4-6 years since their creation, for example), most are in the early 

stages of their life; henceforth, they experience human emotions 

at a basic instinct that can be compared to that of toddlers. 

Indeed, certain situations can set them off into different types of 

reactions, which can ultimately lead them to react violently or 

excessively. Those violent reactions cause a problem because it 

is why the replicants are given a bad reputation, and it is used (by 

Tyrell corporation and others) to justify murdering them. 

A key puzzle raised by Blade Runner is whether we can 

definitively distinguish between real humans and artificially 

engineered replicants. Suppose that no test could show this for 

sure. Would that mean that a given replicant was indeed fully 

human?  

I do not believe that replicants can be fully human because I 

have already categorized them as part of different species 

altogether (they could be classified as bio-engineered people) 

that share similarities with humans (e.g. reason and 

consciousness) by remain "Other." This "Other," as I perceive it, 

is not connotated in a bad manner, but it is different from the 

human condition because they do not stem from the natural 

course of human evolution; hence, they are not part of the homo 

sapien category. Consequently, due to this classification, the 

replicants could never be fully human because the replicants 

should try and be the best version of what they can be. In other 

words, I think that the replicants' self-f does fulfillment lie in 

replicating the human condition to a tee but to discover and 

flourish in its individuality from humankind. However, that 

being acknowledged, I do believe that replicants would be able 

to integrate themselves among humans society quite well 

because, through their experience of life, they would be able to 

understand how communities function and be able to live 

adequately in one. It is equally worth noting that the replicants 

resemblance to humans' physical attributes and cognitive 

capabilities is almost undetectable to the naked eye (unless one 

pays close attention to the colour their eyes take on at certain 

angles). 

 

 

What do you think the unicorn daydream that Deckard has in 

the middle of the film symbolizes/suggests? Think about the 

final scene of the film, when Rachael steps on an origami 

unicorn as she and Deckard run away to stay safe? 

If I am sincere in my interpretation of the unicorn daydream 

Deckard has in the middle of the film (I will probably have to 

scourge the internet to confirm my theory after I write it down), I 

think that was a clear sign that he and potentially all other blade 

runners are replicants as well. Indeed, Deckard might be 

excellent as his job mainly because he manages to think as other 

replicants would or because he is a different model of them. To 

understand why I have jumped to such a drastic yet firm 

conclusion, I think it is essential to comprehend how memories, 

especially altered or fabricated memories, played a central theme 

in the film. Indeed, the importance allotted to Rachael's 

recollections of her past and its relation to her being a replicant 

juxtaposed with Deckard's daydream in the middle of the film 

share striking similarities. For instance, both Deckard and 

Rachael believe that what their mind has allowed them to 

remember is a personal memory, or dream in Deckard's case, 

that only they know about, yet both soon realize that someone 

else is aware of the personal dream or memory. For example, 

Rachael's memory is completed by Deckard, who reveals her 

memory was an implant and Deckard's daydream is 

accompanied by one of his ex-partners leaving an origami 

unicorn, which he never spoke of. Furthermore, it is also 

essential to recognize that Deckard's ex-colleague never 

produces origami unicorns before Deckard's dream; hence, I 

interpreted it as a warning signal that the other blade runners, 

which are secretly replicants, are soon coming after Deckard and 

Rachael. 
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scientists, priest-dwellers and humans to identify the nature of L11-T.O.S.T.E.R.I.T.T.O.  However, after a series of tests, in which L11-

T.O.S.T.E.R.I.T.T.O.'s intelligence, physical abilities and moral compass were tested beyond measures, it was concluded that the 

mysterious being must have been a god. Alters would erupt, songs would be sung, and plays would be written all for the great L11-

T.O.S.T.E.R.I.T.T.O. who obtained its name through the moulding of different steels carrying the labels of a toaster, Doritos, Logan 

(the movie) and the number 11. 

L11-T.O.S.T.E.R.I.T.T.O. was perplexed. Eleven hours ago, it was complete disarray of spare parts, and not it had become the 

patron of UTOPIA 3000, where it would guide and care for the people, cyborgs, animals, and genetically engineered pizzas (who can be 

quite clicky if you ask me) of the city.  L11-T.O.S.T.E.R.I.T.T.O. could understand all languages spoken to him but did not 

comprehend why it had become the children's prime role model. It could solve the equation that would enrage the smartest of 

processors and understood scientific theories that would anger the likes of LAH 1300 (the most innovative scientist recognized after the 

robots' age according to Interdimensional.databse.org).  

However, the great L11-


