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CATEGORY 2: ANALYTICAL QUESTIONS

provide a thorough explanation of your topic, focusing on how its different

elements contribute to an overall result

ANALYZE:

COMMENT
ON:

similar to “discuss,” but usually requires brief remarks or responses to your subject;

interpretation and/or critical judgment are usually expected

discuss both similarities and differences—and what they indicateCOMPARE:

discuss differences—their extent and their significanceCONTRAST:

give your opinion about the strengths and weaknesses of your subject; state which
aspects are effective or successful and which are not—and why

CRITIQUE/
CRITICIZE:

ASSESS/
EVALUATE:

make a judgment about the value or significance of your subject (usually with an

explanation of what your position is based on)

These require you to explain or interpret material. 

Most of the terms below refer to very specific tasks.

When more general terms such as "comment on" or "discuss" are used, you must decide how
much detail or explanation is expected.

CATEGORY 3: CRITICAL QUESTIONS

DISCUSS: write about your subject; it is usually understood that your discussion will include
some explanation, analysis, opinions, criticism, etc.

EXPLAIN: clarify a situation or idea by revealing more information about it, especially its causes
and effects; provide reasons that clarify why an action was taken

These require you to make judgments about the quality or significance of your subject. Present
and justify your position.

INTERPRET: examine the meaning or implications of your subject, explaining the main idea(s) that it
raises or lessons that it teaches

PROVE: give a logical, thorough, systematic argument to support a position, refuting any
possible doubts or counterarguments

For more help, contact the Academic Skills Centre.


